
MWAS: 7. Server-side image maps.

 

 OSU Minimum Web Accessibility Standards 
(rev. 06/30/2004) 

http://www.wac.ohio-state.edu/standards/

 Standard 7 -- Server-Side Maps. Redundant text links shall be provided for 
each active region of a server-side image map .

Examples:
7.1 -- Separate text links are provided outside of the server-side image map that provide the 
same to the content that image map hot spots access .

Server-side Image Maps -- Dos and Don'ts

See also: Standard 6 -- Image Maps.

Do Don't

Provide text-equivalent links for each active region of a 
server-side map.

Only provide a server-side map with no text 
links.

Why: Clicking on a location of a server-side image map only specifies the coordinates within the image when 
the mouse was depressed. The ultimate selection of the link or URL must be deciphered by the computer 
serving the web page. Thus, navigation is tied to specific screen location and not accessible to keyboard users.

Note: Server-side maps may require the use of specialized applications or "plug-ins." If so, web authors are 
required to select an application accessible to assistive technology and provide a link to the download page 
where the accessible version may be acquired. (See Standard 13 -- Accessible Plug-ins.)

How: Make sure links tied to a server-side image map also appear as text links somewhere else on the page. 

Get more help with server-side image maps, visit Webmonkey's "Piecing Together Server-
side Image Maps." 
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